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when she had be In chyld-bed ij nyghts and a day of my doghter
of richmond I shuld draw her out of her bed by the here of the hed
abouts the howse and w* my dagar geue her a wonde In the hed.
My gode lord, if I proue not by witnes, and that w* many honest
personys, that she had the skar In her hed xv moneths before she
was delyuerd of my seid doghter, and that the same was cutt by a
surgeon of London for a swellyng she had In her hed of drawyng
of ij tethe, never trust my word after. Reportyng me to yor gode
lordship, whether I shuld play the fole or no to put me In her
danger that so falsly woll slander me and so willfully styk therby.
Sewerly I thynk ther is no man on lyve that wold handle a woman
In child bed of that sort; nor for my part wold not so haue done
for all that I am worth. Finally, my lord, I requyre you to send to
her In no wise to come wher I am, for the same shuld not only
put me to more troble than I haue (wheroff I haue no nede) but
myght geve me occasion to handle her otherwise then I haue done
yet. If she furst wright to me conffessyng her fals slander, and
therepon seue to the kyngs highnes to make an ende, I woll never
refuse to do that his maieste shall comande me to-do. But before
assewredly never. And thus hertly fare ye well.38
Even without the Duke's denial, it is impossible to believe that
the man who so ardently wanted legitimate offspring would, if
only for that selfish reason, so jeopardize their well-being.
Although the wrongs which the Duchess suffered hitherto
would seem to be largely imagined, if any of her statements are
to be accepted the Duke gave his wife an actual cause for
complaint about 1526. At this time he took as his mistress a
lady in his own household, one Bess Holland. But again the
vehemence of the Duchess leads to some doubt of her veracity.
She charges that Bess Holland was "but a churles doyter," "a
drab who was butt washer of my nurserie viij yeeres." Actu-
ally Elizabeth Holland was of the family of Lord Hussey of
Sleaford and the daughter of John Holland of Hartwell Hall,
chief steward and afterwards trustee to the Duke of Norfolk.39
Moreover, the Duchess declares in writing to Cromwell:
I would not be contented to suffer the harlotts that bound me to
be styll In my own house. They bound me and pynnacullit me, and
sat on my brest tyll I spit blode. . . . Another cawce, he [Norfolk]
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